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3 500- Pupll Districts
Desirable—in Some Cases

... THE IOWA director of the Great
_-Plains School District Organization Proj-
- ect-has recommended to the State Board
of. Public Instruction that all school dis-
1r10t5 have at least 3,500 puplls
‘; This would require the reorganiza-

'tmn of all but 22 of the state’s 455 local
school districts,

.FEW EDUCATORS will question
rthat a school district of such size repre-
sents a desirable goal from the academic
sfandpoint Only the larger school dis-
Tiriets can offer the variety of subjects
needed taday, particularly in high schocl.
1 And the larger distriets can most effi-

"'—‘(‘iientl},? utilize the services of teachers by

" assigning each a sufficient number of

> spupils in each elass.

* . But, while there undoubtedly needs
to be additional school distriet reorgani-
zation in Towa, we do not believe such
reorganization should be forced or that
the 3,500 goal is necessarily desirable in

- all cases. '

L - For example, the La Porte Clty Com-

munity School District in Black Hawk
County had 1,022 pupils in the 1966-67
“school year. While there may be possibili-
ties of merger with other nearby school
districts, we believe the people of the La
Porte City area will feel they have a com-
munity of interest which should be re-

tained in their own school district.

The same might be said of the Dun-
kerton Community District, with 702 pu-
pils, the Hudson Community District,
with 657 pupils, and the Allison-Bristow
Community District, with 632 pupils, as
examples. Reorganizaticn efforts should
he centered on mergers with districts of
like interests.

Moreover, in more sparsely settled
areas of Iowa, attainment of the 3,500-
pupil goal would require long bus rides
which would be a waste of the pupil’s
‘time and undesirable far other reasons.
Furthermore, a larger school distriet with
more than one high school would defeat
the purpaose of the larger district.

WHILE THERE are advaniages in
larger school districts, there are also dis-
advantages. The closer relations between
administrators and teachers, on the one
hand, and between teachers and pupils,
on the other, have positive educational
merif in the medium-sized school dis-
triets, . ‘

If rural population continues to de-
cline, school distriet reorganization will
have to be promoted vigorously merely
to maintain the existing school popula-
tion levels. But the 3,500 goal, while de-
sirable, should not be pushed at the cost
of ignoring all other factors.

Computers Are
Human, After All

THE ASSOCIATED Press reports -

ihat a Denver, Colo., housewife sent a

note along with her check for 1968 license

plates asking for a set with numbers
which could be easily remembered,

She received license plate No. AD
8828, ’

R
Later she received a mimeographed

“form letter stating that numbers given

each motorist were selected | by computer
and no preference could be given to in-
dividual choices of numbers. -

This should refute once aﬁd for all '

the perpetual assertion that computers
aren 't human,

Notle to Wives
Of Servicemen

PRINTED elsewhere on this page is
a letter from a sergeant in Vietnam who
protests the abusive and frightening
telephone calls which his wife, who lives
in Northeast Iowa, has recently received,

The anonymous caller has called in
the middle of the night to say such things
as: “I understand your husband is in
Vietnam. I hope he gets killed. He prob-
ably will be™

At other times the caller has merely
phoned the wife's number at regular in-
tervals throughout the night and then
has remained silent when she answered
the phone.

We join with the sergeant in protest-
ing these fiendish factics, although such
a vicious or mentally unbalanced person
is obviously not going to listen to any ap-
peals for decency. These things have oe-
curred in other parts of the country; but
it is disturbing to have them appear in
this area.

'This wife has been forced to obtain
an unlisted telephone number; and we
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hope that other servicemen’s wives will
not be exposed to the same tacties. If ad-
ditional calls are made, the wictims

should contaet the police and their local

telephene company.

But Sergeant Diestler alsa told his
wife in a letter that servicemen have
been warned that in some sections of the

country wives or parents are receiving
. fake letters or telegrams reporting the

deail in cnmbat of a hushand or son. He

says that;all such telegrams or letters.
should be’ lgnored since notice of the
_death of a serviceman is always carried in

person to the next-of kin by a member

“of the Arrned Forces.

Strictly Personal

Is Everybody Wrong
About Everybody?

By SYDNEY J. HARRIS

THE GERMANS are too sguare.
The French are too gresdy.

The Ifalians are too effusive.

The Scandinavians are foo morose.

British Too Reserved

The Negroes are too shiftless.

The Jews are too pushy.
The Brilish are too re-
Cserved,

- Americans aren't too anything?
The Spanish are too violent.
The Greeks are too quarrel-

some. ‘

Arabs Teo Fanatical

The Japanese are too de-
vious.

The Arabs are too fanatical.

The Mexicans are too lazy.

The Hindus are too superstitious,

The Dutch are too phiegmalic,

—Isn’t it great that the Americans aren’t

too anything?

\

Harris

Swiss Too Prissy

The Swiss are oo prissy.

The Finns are too withdrawn.

The Russians are too temperamental.

The Chinese are too passive.

The Turks are ioo ferocious.

The Poles are too primitive.

The Hungarians are too slippery.

—Isn't it great that the Americans aren’t
too anything?

Even though the Germans find us too an-
archic.

And the French find us teo naive.

And the Italians find us too repressed.

Find Us Flamboyant

And the British find us too flambaoyant.
And the Japanese iind us too rude. -
And the Mexicans find us too arrogant.
And the Swiss find us too dirty.

And the Spanish find us oo materialistic,

Find Us Violent

And the Scandinavians {ind us too violent.
And the Hindus find us too hypocritical,
And the Hungarians find us too joyless.
And the Finns find us too boisterous,

And everybody finds everybedy else {o be .

too much of what it is not, and everybody is
unaware of how he could use some of the
traits he dislikes in others, and everybody
thinks that his own bad traits are really

virtues, and everyvbody is wrong aboul every-
tiody.

)

—lIsn’t it great that the -

" nocent - of

Rowan Review

Says

Claims RFK
Pays Voter
Registrars

By CARL T. ROWAN

LOS ANGELES — The big
salvos are yet to he fired, but
the political pros here insist
that the greal Democratic
primary battle is all over but
the voting.

Sen. Reobert F. HKennedy is
viewed as a certainty to get
California’s 174 convention
delegates.

Win 50 Per Cent

It is up to Sen. Eugene
McCarthy to derail the Kennedy
express that is roaring foward
the August convention with a
string of primary wvictories as
evidence that “the people” want
him. Even Kennedy-haters out
here say McCarthy cannot

defeat the New York Senafor’

in California.

The pros figure Kennedy will
win 50 per cent or more of
the votes, McCarthy no more

than 35 per cent, and the Lynch’

slate no more than 15 per cent,

QOnce again, it seems, Ken-
nedy money and organization
are just too powerful for the
Minnesofa Senator,

30 Cents Per Negre

“With all his money, Kennedy
is covering this state like a
blanket. " He just overwhelms
McCarthy,” said Los Angeles
Mayor Sam Yorty, a maverick
Democrat who dislikes both
Kennedy and McE€arthy and
who supported Republican
Richard Nixon in his 1980
presidential race against the

‘late John F. Kennedy.

Yorty says Kennedy has spent
al least $23,000 in recent days

just to pay registrars 30 cents

for every Negro. they put -on
the voting rolls.

_ California Custom
(It is an old California custom

for politicians to augment the -

income of registrars by paying
them a modest fee for each
constituent registered at that
candidate’s request. In 1962,
when the “fee” was only 10
cenfs per voter, the state at-
torney general ruled that the
practice was akin fo bribing
a public official, and thus im-
proper. There is talk of the
McCarthy faciion making a
campaign issue of Kennedy’s
men reviving this practice.)
Asked how he was sure Ken-
nedy was paying to register
Negroes, Yorty replied: “Why,
one of my: top aides, Willard

Murray, Jr., has taken a leave

of ahsence so he can supervige
handing out the money.”

MecCarthy's Weakness
This eagerness to get more
of California's large Negro

popuiation registered paints up
one of Kennedy's strengths and

McCarthy’s most glaring
weakness. Kennedy is im.
mensely  popular  among

minoritly ~groups--Negroes and

~ Mexican-Americans here.'He is

so confident that they will back
him, and not McCarthy, that

~he will gladly finance getting

themn eligible to vote.

One of McCarthy’s froubjes
is that he hasp’t the rmoney
or organization with which fie
appeal  for greater support
among these or any other
groups. His hackers say he
must put what little money he
has -into television, leaving
almost nothing for billboards,
mailings, and other campaign
activities.

Staff Preblems

Kennedy, meanwhile, has
claborate plans to flood the

‘ennedy Mone‘y |
Paves Way to Victory

state not only with television

.and radio but with billboards

and two direct “personal maii-
ings” to every volter in the state
thought {o be a Democrat,

Staff may he a bigger pro-
hlern for McCarthy than money.
His Califernia chairman, Martin
Stone, has comp]ained ta
friends that he was coaxed into
gelting out front for the pro-
fessorial Minnesotan by a haif
dozen ot so Democrats who
knew that Stone had been very

- aclive among businessmen op-

posing U. S. policy in Vietnam.
In Kennedy Camp

Stone now finds, however,
that half the men who coaxed
him into leading the McCarthy
fight are now -on the Kennedy
tearn and the rest are waiting
in the wings to beat the drums
for Vice President Hubert H,
Humphrey.

Stone and Ann Alanson, the
Demnocratic National Com-
mitteewoman from San Fran-
cisco, are struggling in lonely
splendor with fwo or three
thousand studenis to keep
McCarthy's hopes alive in the
nation’s most populous state
and this most important
primary election.

What _Doi
You Think?

The Courier welcomes letters
from readers on any subject of
general interest for ""The Public
Speaks'" column. Readers may
have their names withheld in

- publication of letters upon re-

quest; but the correct name
and address must be provided
to the editor. Létters should not
exceed 300 words; and shorfer
letters will receive publication
preference. The right to shart-
en and edit leters is retained
by the Courier. Readers are
asked to limit their contribu-
tions to one letter a month.

"BERRY’S WORLD

- @ 1968 by NEA foc
"Do you know that WE are 'danger signs in the midst
.- of prosperity'?"

‘sthingfon Merry-Go?Round

See Reagan as Nixon's
Biggest Threat in Oregon

By DREW PEARSON
and JACK ANDERSON

WASHINGTON — One of
Richard Nixon's most signifi-
cant tests will come in Cregon
on May 28, and it won't be
with Nelson Rockefeller.

It will be with Gov. Ronzld
Reapan of California, who not
only has his name entered in
Oregon but has been spending
maney as if he meant business.
Reagan's Oregon campaign
manager is Tom Hazen, fermer

president of the Portland

Chamber of Commerce, who
has bought large blocks of radio
and TV time and is pulling all
the stops to elect his candidate.

Oregon is considered
Rockefeller territory. In 1964 he
ran in the primary against both
Goldwater and Nixon, clob-

bering the former and leaving
Nixon so far behind that it was
paihietic. On primary election
night you could have shot a
cannon  through Nixon head-
quarters without hitting a seul.

But this time Roeky is
strangely silent.” Nat many
people know it, but he has
60,000 fresh signatures on an
unused petition putting him in
the race. The signers are ouf
on a limb and a little unhappy
about it because Rocky did not
go through with his plans. But
each one of them is a polential
wrile-in voter — if the governor
of New York merely says the
word. )

But while Rockefeller does
nol seem serious, Reagan is.
He is spending money all - out
for a showdown with Nixon.

The Public Speaks

Charges Préfes-fer§ Make Mockery of Beliets

SOUTH VIETNAM — .To the -

Editor: I am a soldier serving
proudily in South Vietnam.
Recently one of the fanatic war
protesters, that we have so
many of in our sociefy, called
my wife and said some  pretty
nasty things.

I have heard many sipries
of servicemen's families being
harassed by similar tactics. I,
and others of us serving in the
military the world over, have
no desire lo take away these
people’s right fo free speech
or protest,

These are the very rights we
are fighting to protect. In
return for our service to our
country and the respect we
shew to the enemies of our
cause we ask only ihat they
respect our right to privacy,
angd the f{freedom io express
ourselves in support of a cause
we ieel egually as strong about
as the war protesters feel
toward their cause.

Every fime oaone of these
bumanitarian war protesters
harass the family of a military
person they make a joke and
mockery of the very principles
they say they stand for.

You see our families are in-
any blame or
responsibility for the things we
do here in Vietham, and are
not even in a position to stop
Us.

The persecution of innocent

people -can by no means hbe
called the action of a

humanitarian ~eriented in-

dividual. If those of vou from
this element of our society feel

you must protes{, then protest,-

but direct your protest at those
of us who are guilly of the
action you protest. -

Direct your protest toward
the politicians and the members
of the military, and leave our
innocent families alone.

SGT. BRUCE E.
DIESTLER

Co. B 4ist Sig Bn (CA)
South Vietnam

Box 10 APQ, San Fran-
cisco, Calif., 096238

(Editor’s Note—See ediforial
in columnrs et left of this
page.)

“Lovely day
come you re not outside
nntmg

like this. How

Carpenter Hit by Tornado’s Effect

WATERLOO — To the
Editor: Friday night my father-
in-law called and asked if I
could help Saturday. (He has
a sister who lived in Charles
City.) 1 sald suwe. What
kind of a job? He didn't know.
So 1 went out and started ta
collect tools, snow shovel, sand
shovel, an ax, the eight-pound
sledge, rake; a crowbar caught
my eye and I threw it in. I
am a carpenter and had hand

o,

DENNIS THE MENACE

“We were siarting to play house .
left right away to play GOLF!”

i
. » and Dennis

4

* The caterpillars

saws, wrecking bars, and ham-
mers in my tool hoxes.

We left Waterioo and drove
on to Charles City. There I saw
it. The result of a tornado.
Block after block, as far as
vou could see.

I build houses and believe me
I am proud of that house when
we are done for if will stand
for years. The hell it will I
saw! We came to the lot and
I say that because the house

- was just aboul gone. We walked .

on the fioor, and he showed me
this was the living room, here
was the kilchen, a door swing-
ing on the hinges, this was the
bedroom. I looked out a win-
dow; it wasn't dirty like every-
thing else for there wasn't a
pane of glass lelt.

We could have some of the
walls, but the dry - wall had
to come off; the windows and

door frames lorn out, the siding.

had to geo. So we went to work.
Believe me 1 would rather put
it on than tear it off. A neighbor
came over and asked my opin-
ion; T walked over and looked
and told him what T would do.
I think he was still in a state
of shock for a littie .later a
caterpillar was there and what
was leff is no more.

I think we used every tool
I had except the rake. How
could you rake up the ronf of
a house with a rake anyway?
were doing
that. This afternsen I plan on
watching my White Sox play
Gakland on TV. Bui believe me
it is still there. The result of
what a tornado did.

LEONARD N. PINT
224 Beverly Dr.

_ nial

Thinks Annual Sessions
Would Benelit Budgeting

CEDAR FALLS — To the
Editor: Thank you for Sunday’s
editorial suggesting a number
of legisiative reforms. I agree
wholeheartedly thal some of
these reforms are needed to
improve the efficiency of the
legislative process.

This editorial answers your
earlier criticism of annuaj
sessions—that the legislature
would be in session so many

days we would have fuli-time
Iegislators.

Home Rule

The various technigues of
streamlining legislative sessions
are equally applicable to bien-
sessions and annual
sessions. Increased efficiency
is not a substitute for annual
sessions. Increased efficiency
would make annual sessions
shorter, as would passage of
the home rule amendment. With
home rule, the legislature would

be relieved of the burden of

the many bills of a strictly loeal
nature. In the last General
Assemnbly alone, 240 locally-
spensored bills were filed.

More Responsive

No matter how mueh time
is saved by increased efficiency
and home rulte, we still need
annual sessions to make state
govarnment more responsive 10
the needs of Lhe pecopie,
Congress meefs almost con-
tinually, and its programs often
require state action, such as

_the appropriation of matching

funds in order to get federai
funds. Likewise the business of
city and county government,
school  boards, and private
enterprise goes on around the
calendar year. Their problems
require legislation .that should
be dealt with every year.

Annual Budgeting

The need for annual
budgeting has been a primary
reason for the shift fo annual
sessions in 23 cother states. It
is utterly Impossible for a
legislative body to predict
economic conditions two years
in advance. Dr. Willlam G.
Murray, professor of economics
at Towa State University, said
in his statement to the
Republican Platfortm Committee
that annual ~ sessions **would

enable the legislature to exert
mare coptrol over the budget
and spending. There could be
faster adjustment to changing
cconomic  canditions, including
changing conditions which
result in hig surpluses that
tempt  the executive and
legislative branches of govern-
ment fo embark in excessive
spending.”

MRS. RAY BRANDT

3705 Hillside Dr.

Thanks All
Who Aided Eima
After Tornado

ELMA - To the Editor:
Although our town did net sus-
tain a fatalily in last Wed-
nesday’s frightful tornade, our
community, both urban and
rural, did receive violent ef-
focts. We lost many homes, the
Immaculate Conception Church,
and several farm residences.

The actual financial loss may
cne day be precisely known,
but the scar will be shared hy
generations to come.

As one citizen, I am sure
to speak for all our people in
this expression of gratitude, To
all who took time to heip, Elma
will be eternally grateful.

MRS, PHIL
MeCARVILLE

Bats Catch Fish

On Amazon isle

AT THE MOUTH of fthe
Amazon River lies an island
larger than Belgium where bats
catch fish, fish eat cattle, and
frogs glide through the {ree
lops.

Coursing  streams slice
Brazil's Marajo Island from the
mainland. The waterways,
which rise and fall with the
tide, vein lowlands where water
buffalo roam.

Hundreds of thousands of
caltle graze broad expanses of
palm-studded pgrasslands, the
Naticnal Geographic Society
says. Brazilian cowboys stand
on horseback to keep track of
their herds, Marajo’s prairies
are so flat that there is no
other way to get a good view
of the surrounding countryside,




